As you already know the nominal sentence consists of the mubtada " and the khabar.

The mubtada’ is the noun about which you want to say something, and the khabar is what you have to

say about it, e.g.:
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In this sentence you want to speak about Bilal (_"V), so it is the mubtada’. And the information you

give about him is that he is sick (.2 .+), so that is the khabar.

Types of the mubtada’:

The mubrada may be:
a) anoun or a pronoun, €.2.:
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gy ) ‘Allah is our Lord.
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R ‘Reading is useful.

E)«:‘ La ;-g-.‘-i"‘ ‘Sitting here is prohibited.”  powr
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b) a masdar mu ‘awwal, e.g.:
L
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The mubtada’ is normally definite as in the following examples:

A 27 e ‘Muhammad d blessings of Allh be on him) is th
AL J gy G e uhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) is the

messenger of Alldh.” (L.« is definite because it is a proper
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“This is a mosque.” ('.\» is definite because 1t is a

demonstrative pronoun (3 )Lij\ ;,.L\)).

L - T R A+
8 J.:J g.U\ ,:& Lx 85‘\'“ ‘He who worships other than Allah is a mushrik.’ (9’.0\ s

definite because it is a relative pronoun (:J )..’o},J\ (',.LY\)).
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“The Qur’dn is the book of Allah.’ (&\1,5.5\ is definite as it

has the definite article al-).

“The key to Paradise is saldh” ( C \2as is definite as its mudif

®
J ilavhi is definite).
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The mubtada’ may be indefinite in the following circumstances:

a) If the khabar is a shibhu jumlah (A.ll; i:..“u) (1 which is one of the following two things:
- a prepositional phrase like: gL;Sl'{ cs._,.:i;.“ ul:« cc,.,,.,.“ 63

-a;m;/'(:)f;.b.}\) like ‘2’::\.29 425); (Cs (Jas c/(};j‘.

o ,. - - - - ,o - < .
l 5 :};- LU j«J‘ & “There is a man in the room.” (42 J;J\ < 3.;- - Is not a sentence).
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Here the indefinite noun :}:’- 18 the mubrada’, and the phrase 43 J;J\ 2is the khabar.

Here is another example:
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sentence).

Here as s is the mubrada’, and the zarf g{',..‘;é is the khabar. ” e

o - -~ 0
T - e Le ‘We have a car.’ (literally, ‘There is car with us’).

' The expression s/ibhu jumlah literally means ‘that which resembles a sentence.’

2 . 92 “a0T | R .. . . . o 1
* Words like > ‘under’, g_;s above’, Jus ‘with’ are not prepositions in Arabic. Prepositions like 8, < &g, ‘_;l,

éﬁ, & are particles, but words like .L.;, d}s < are nouns which are declinable (i.e., change their endings), e.g., |.ia

‘under the water.’.
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£ the mihtada ¢ ¢ Like o % ‘wha 1% “what’ S ‘h ’
e mublada 1S an MCIrogative noun 1ike o Wwiio -, wilat r.a now many .

¢ Ll ‘What is wrong with you?’ n,b

Here \4 is the mubiaca " and the prepositional phrase L is the khabar.

Q,g. °./ ¢ ).“.“),
Y 2 2 "Whois sick?
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. ; "How many students are there in the class?
Here (,5 i$ the mubtada " and the prepositional phrase J..a.o.s\ s the khabar,
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;l How many sisters do you have?

¢ U L~

’ /
What color is your shirt? '
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G C/ii\l]l O~}0{9 (}{u—' I 0 What is the shape of this box?
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Mubtada should be before the Khabar or after it.



The order of the mubtada’ and the khabar:

Normally the mubrada precedes the khabar, e.g.: u-»;x: ! but this order may also be reversed,
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¢ & u”}*"‘ ‘Are you a teacher?’

Jda e “This is strange.” for Cooes |da.

But the mubrada’ should precede the khabar if it (i.e., the mubtada’) is an interrogative noun, e.g.:

¢ :‘J.: L Here Le is the mubrada .

¢ DR Here :J:o is the mubtada’.

And the khabar should precede the miurbrada " if it (i.e. the khabar)

. . . What's
a) 1s an interrogative noun, €.g.: your A
name? p
207 . S
YIS VUM B S Here Ls is the khabar. ]

b) is a shibhu jumlah and the mubtada is indefinite, e.g.

This is the khabar and the mubrada  has been omitted. The full sentence is :\.3\.>- ‘_53.31
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Similarly, in answer to the question § 2 22 o “Who knows?” one may say Ll
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A, of
This is the mubtada’, and the khabar has been omitted. The full sentence is 2 f«\ )
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There are three types of khabar: mufrad, jumlah and shibhu jumlah.

S °
. w}U‘ 5\}3 :,:}U\ “The believer is the mirror of the believer.’ *

b) The jumlah is a sentence. It may be a nominal or a verbal sentence, e.g.:

3
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Here is another example:

¢ &3‘ Lo ,a&Jl “What is the name of the headmaster?’ Literally, it means ‘The
2

b

- . . 2 e - .
Here *y )\ is the mubiada’, and the nominal sentence § as.i| s is the khabar wherein

2 . ) .
ao ) is the mubtada’ and \s is the khabar.
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Jods3 Sl “The students entered.”
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Here is another example:
’ ;5\31; al)) 5 ‘And Allah created you.’

e . ° A . g s
Here all is the mubrada’ and the verbal sentence ria.b- He created you’ is the khabar.
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¢) The siibhu jumlah, as we have already seen, 1s either a prepositional phrase or a za//:
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face, a believer points out to his fellow-believer his defects that he may not perceive himself. This /ia/ith is reported by Abi
~ Dawid, Kitab al-Adab:57
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Here Ja>< is the mubtada” and the prepositional phrase 5.1./3 (:.U\ + J) is the khabar,

p g 7 v .
and is in the place of ru/* (237, |>s  3).
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Here 4..>J\ is the mubtacda ” and the zar/ g_,..>u is the khabar. As a zar/ it is mansiib and

- ﬁ‘ ” .
as a khabar it is in the place of ra/* (c’} Jou &)

’ /,Q///

Agreement between the muhtmlu and IJmhm

The khabar agrees with the mubraca” in number and gender, e.gif a Khabar is 3 (a derived noun)

a) in number: Jd )J.J\ The teacher is standing
(‘J sii. is applied to:

g E r& #-JM‘ 9 And the students are sitting ] : {;.._ul 5 Jels ;.4.4.1‘

The doors of the classroom are

r"”l JL.’-).JU OL’J.’\J} ‘MM‘ L\J closed and its windows are open

We see here that if the mubrada " is singular, the A/abar is also singular. If it is dual or plural,
the Aliabar s also dual or plural.
b) In gender: "

I i s 46 B

Here we see that if the mubiada ' is masculine, the khabar is also masculine; and if it is feminine
the khabar also 1s feminine.

Hamid is an engineer and his wife is a doctor and their two sons are merchants and their daughters are teachers

If the Khabaris not s, it is not required to agree in gender
Lu.\‘ 27 “J Aaminah is a human being
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Guidance is light
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" The order of the nubtada’ and khabar
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The reason forbeing | 1.\ pofore the khabar | definite or |
before the khabar or . . . mubtada
. or after it? indefinite
after it. 1 S o
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This is the original order. before the Ahabar definite . ) $RE Ul
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This is optional. after the khabar definite A Gy S
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- Because the mubrada " is ‘ 4 ) ;
| indefinite and the Ahabar the mubrada vshould be indefinite .8 Jlf..o e
| . : . after the Khabar - -
, 18 shibhu jumlah.
B the mubtada’ i |
- Because the mubrada " is . s ) z |
| . . _ | the mubtada should be : . @ 3% ot |
| mdefmng and }he khabar after the khabar indefinite ¢ L% :\.U\ &5'\ 5
i 18 shibhu jumlah ,
|
Because the mubrada”is | the mubtada should be indefinite ¢ e %4
an interrogative noun. before the khabar A o
' Because the khabar is an | the mubtada” should be definite ¢ - 402
interrogative noun. after the khabar o
!’"“‘“““ |
; definite because it . s |
: e * ® _ ) 2 L : wl” |
- This is the original order. before the khabar means g;L:& > | 909025 Oy |
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